An official and a gentleman...
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Pressure’s on

MNg's position as 10C
vice-president will give
region greater clout at
global sporting table

t Brijnath

Thess is no nice way to say this.
The Asian sports official (well, not
all, bat many) can be more tire-
some than a cheek-pinching auant
at a femily gathering.

He likes his picture in the paper
too mwch. He holds on to his posi-
tion #ill his denares are wobbling.
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He loves foreign trips but returns
having learnt little. He throws his
weight aroumd like a bullying sumo
wwrestler.

But that's all bearable. It's the
whining that gets me Bloody West-
erners, they moan. Make up rules
to suit themselwes. Hawve double
standards. Patronise us.

You know what? Some of it is
true. But you don't fight it by sulk-
ing in vate, but by out-arguing

them. out-idea-ing them. ¥ou fight
it by getting into the arena and car-
rying a mind sharper than a mug-

sisted Futope altered hockey to
their advantage. This is not P_u‘.:uel}'
false. Yet, on the Intermational

- Hockey Federation website, [ find

not a single Indian on the 24-mem-
ber Executive Board.
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edge your way in armed with a
plan, if you dont kearn how to in-
fluence opinion, how do you en-
sure change?

It's why [ like Mg Ser Miang. The
former saikor has a heart rate lower
than Bjorn Borg's, he doesn't
over-talk, he's well-prepared, and
he’s there- In the International OF-
ympic Commities (). Cne of
four wice-presidents, one of two
Asians on the 15-member Execie-
tive Board.

To borrow a phrase from Low
Teo Ping (the never-tiescme VF of

fort zone, he's prepared 1o go ot in-
to the global scene™.

Ser Miang is good for Singapore,
an international player who just
happens to perform in a suit in air-

conditioned room
there, wasnt effective, would the

way from the hustie and bustle of ife as an 10C m
atad 108 zulln.w sEyia, BUE AILO

g B I P i

bc. Frvarig b

0 pepprered wi

forg

e
A Chinesi At to reTlect

“There is a Chinese proverk
that says whenever yvou have
a drink of water, never
et where it comes from.
It’s something I live
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Youth Olympic Games have come

here? Actually, says Singapore's An-
nzhel Pennefather, an intemation-
al hockey VP, it's more tham that: if

it wasnt for him, we might not
_hawve even thought of it.

Till late into the last cemtury,
sport was tun and ruled by Europe
and Mosth America. Asia has since
growm up, it has yanked the coloni-
al grip from its collar, ckaimed inde-
penvdence and s discovering pros-
perity. Now a confinent’s confi-
dence is only slowly percolating
down into sport.

In cricket, the control of a small,
bat wital game has shifted from Eng-
land and Australia to India. It has
been a testy transition,
Asian nation has found fts cricket-
img woice, even if it maest now show
it is capable of running the global
me responsibly.

Asia must do this. Geton panels,
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boards, committees and not just sit
there but show off a sporting intelli-
gence, a humility, a resolve, a
world wiew. As Kevan Gosper, Ats-
izalia’s IOC member, speaking of
This own country's S BTOWIIE
up decades ago, sasd: “If you don't
put your own people there, how
can you explain you can hold ma-
jor events?

International ;port is alsoa “kan-
guage", said Gl:uper itds & way to
do business, is about d.ea:s, l:ug
pictures, pofitics, wision, tur, ideas
[of course it can be seady and dubi-
ous, as the [I0C has sometimes
been, but let’s not go there today).

It means Ser Miang is both our
spokesman at this glabal table and
our interpreter, he knows this lan-
guage, he is a fine representative of
Asia's ideas, its medibility, its seri-
DIESTESS.

Asia will matier mere in sport.
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but he’ll be up to the taak

Already cricket breathes here, foot-
ball sells shirts here, golf is growing
here, Formula Ome races are flock-
ing here. Yao Ming is hard to miss
anywhere and Manny Pacquiao is
punching his way across the globe.
‘Jhe_\.ra_repiﬂoiwecm do it and, in
his own quiet way, so is Ser Miang.
Bat let’s not just congratulate
Ser Miang on his appointment, bet's
also put him under pressure- Let's
tell him, youw're entrssted with this
continent making a mark, with rais-
ing Singapore's sporting ptoﬁle
b sporting wotld o

See s-pcnr‘ globally, not just parochi-
ally.

It's a lomg list, but Ser Miang
doesn't look the nervous type. This
is sport, after all, nothing matters
bat performance. Even whemn wear-
ing a suit.

rohitb@sph.com.sg
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